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THESE DISCOURSES ARE INSCRIBED 
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LONG PERSONAL RESPECT 


AND or 


SINCERE AND AFFECTIONATE CONDOLANCE 
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ON WHICH 


od or THEM WAS PREACHED, 


pe 4 


3 9 
: 12 
* 
/ 
j 
: " 
j 
$ * 
e 7 . 
» 
* 
* 
RY 
as, * 
" 
» 
, 1 
1 * 
—— 
* I » 
do 2 
4 125 
0 EEE 
. ww 
. 3 » 0 
1 
. 9 * 
: 
4 * L 
F ; 8 
| 4 5 4 
n J N 
. * y 
. #! 
: ' 
5 '1I 
4 = E ; 
1 bh 1 * : 
1 i 4 
C Ly F þ 
F * i a A — 1 
« 
* p e : 
& 
4 
„ x 24 4 
* 4 8 
* 1 ; 
3 . 
* 
o 4 
F — 
"I 3 
« US / f K 5 
1 
* : 
* 
! 
* - £ 
Cle * ; 7 
. \ 
b * 
» N » 
9 * 
i 
o I 
Z - 
Pane? 5 
" 
— : A 


0 — 


——— ö 
223233 1 = 


cc / ge oo ow arr enr - 


n E deaths of amladle and vir- - 
tuous young women are juſtly 
| lamented. It i is a lovely aſſemblage, 
that is made up of the bloom of 
youth, the beauty of virtue, and 
female elegancies and accompliſ- | 
ments. Theſe things charm the 
eyes and engage the inclinations of | 
all; as well as make the poſſeſſors, _ 
the joy, and hope, and pride f J 
their reſpective houſes. When ſuch 1 
fair flowers fade, the concern is ge- 5 


a , 


PS 


T4 


neral; and goes beyond the bounds . 5 
"af kindred and relation. | 


\ 


In the village} where I many 
years lived, and where my connecti- 
ons and duty do ſtill chiefly lie, ſome 
families, and they not a few, were 
in a ſhort ſpace of time, made to 


: ſhare in this affliction ; and were 


Joined in fad ſimilitude of ſorrow. 


Me felt the ſovereignty, and taſted 
the bitterneſs of death, in ſtrokes 
as much beſide our natural appre- 
| henſions, as contrary to our fondeſt 
wiſhes : : every benevolent. heart par- 
| ticipated in the griefs of theſe 


mourners; and they would have 
found their burthens made lighter, 
1 the. cordial h of friends 

an d 
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5 and neighbours could have effected 


an alleviation. 2 


The firſt ſermon was occaſioned ] 
by the death of a beloved niece: 
who had been with me from her 


childhood, and had endeared her- 
ſelf to me on a variety of accounts. 


The ſecond! was on the death of 


the only daughter, and only remain- 


ing child, of a gentleman of Peck- 
ham; a young lady, whoſe good 
ſenſe, and great ſeriouſneſs, ſweet- 
"neſs of diſpoſition, and cultivated 
genius, in thoſe articles that are 
conſidered as the deſir eable embel- 
liſhments of the female character, 
made her much eſteemed and ad- 


mired, 8 


4 
220 


vii ] 
mired, when living; and now make 
her death proportionately regretted. 


In the no very diſtant days of 
health and ſprightlineſs which both 
enjoyed, it was little imagined that 
the memorials of their deceaſe would 

ſo ſoon appear under one cover; as, 
by an unlooked for coincidence of 
circumſtances, they are laid near to 
each be in burial ! 


But theſe wa comnjan/diſappoint- | 
ments; and we muſt ſeek to di- 
miniſh our too painful ſenſe of them, 
by conſidering the trials of more 
than ordinary magnitude, that ſome 
are exerciſed with. The theatre of 


the world is continually exhibiting 
to 


7 * 


[ ix ] 
to us ſome man of ſorrows, whom 
the fire of the Lord, the wind from 
the wilderneſs, or the violence of 
the enemy, makes bare, and leaves 


defenceleſs ! Or, that ocean, which | 


for its inconſtancy and inquietude, 
its tumults, and perils, our life is 
compared to, does in one. dreadful 
hour, ſwallow up all that we are 
enriched, adorned, and magnified 
by; and to which we attach our ex- 


pectations of domeſtic enjoyment 


and eſtabliſhment *! Lord, what 
: 3 1 : 


25 At preſent it is hind 5 Wen to ſay,” 
that there is a reference here to that melan- 
choly event, the wreck of the Halſewell Eaſt | 
Indiaman; which happened on the ſixth of 
this month, off Purbeck. This tale of woe 
an dwells 2 our ears; and the painful 
8 | ſenſe | 
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+ an expoſed and invaded creature is 


man! What hoſts riſe up and fight 


againſt him! With diſeaſes within 


him, and furious elements without 
him, how marvellous does he appear; 
in any ſcanty meaſure, or interrupted 


continuance, of his ſecurity and 
er | 


To chunks ſpecial children of ad- 


. we will wiſh the ſtrong con- 


ſolations which they need. Walk 


ing only in the path of general 
trouble, we will uſe an abſtemious "0 


reſerye in deriving ſupport to our- 
{elves 


| Jen of it is a quick i in every heart! : With 


© her,” ſa ys the affecting narrative, « periſhed 


worth, honour, ſkill, beauty, amiability, 
| + and bright accompliſhments !? 


K * 1 
ſelves from the conſideration of tlieir 
greater ſufferings. But grief is be- 
nign, and liberal: and will allow _ 
us the intereſted contemplation, and 
compariſon, which we find ourſelves, 
almoſt, unwilling to indulge. 


That perſuaſion of the providence 
and government of God which, is. 
our refuge in the common evils of 
life, muſt alſo be our relief, in ſack 
caſes. of extraordinary diſtreſs, as 
that which is here alluded to. Dra- 


gons and deeps praiſe him, and 


ſtormy wind fulfills his word: and 
the ſea ſhall give up the dead that 
are in it at his voice. Our ultimate 
felicity 1s dear to God, and if we 
are faithful to him, he will guard it 

HS amidſt 


ca 
_ amidſt the rage of elements, and the 
cruſh of worlds. 1 


We know that there will be a 
ſcene of entire deſolation : when not 
the planks of a ſhip, but the pillars f 
of the world ſhall be drove aſunder; 
and when the moſt ſubſtantial parts 
of the earth ſhall float in the ſame 
waves of deſtruction with the trea- 
ſures of it. The channels of the 
waters ſhall be ſeen, and the foun- 
dations of the world be diſcovered : 
the rocks ſhall be thrown down, and 
the hills melt, and the everlaſting 
| mountains be ſcattered: and ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, darkened, and fallen 
from their habitations ſhall complete 
:-Ahe- -tremendous ruin! But the 
PFs > ” 5 righteous 


[a JF 
righteous ſhall loſe nothing even 
when the world itſelf is loſt. To 
them the convulſion and diſſolution 
of the globe, is not the deſtruction, 
but the reſtitution of all things; 
and they find again at the end of the 


world what they loſt in the EO 
_ of 26.75. 35 


In | the” ad time, bleſſed is the. 


| man thatendureth temptation ! great 


excellence and happineſs i is acknows. 
ledged to belong to him. Behold We 
count them happy which endure! 
They have a concealed fountain of 
comfort in their ſubmiſſion to God, 
and complacential acquieſcence in 
huis diſpoſals. And they are not 
only happy” but honourable. Per- 
ſons 


| ſons of genuine and improved good-: 

- neſs, are dignified, and in a manner 
conſecrated, by their ſufferings. When ; 

on PATIENCE has had her perfect work, 

in and under her ſuſtaining and eſta- 
bDliſhing influence, they poſſeſs their Z 
on ſouls— When FarTn has com- 
municated her divine elevations — | 

And when Hops according to her 

7 friendly office, and glorious. power, 
has entered with them into that 
Which is within the veil, and for a 

| few enlightened. moments enabled 
- them to walk in that higher region 
which excludes the evils of this — 
Then we ſee the ſpirit of God, and 
of glory, reſting upon them: that 
mingled tranquillity and majeſty, 
which a Greek Poet calls, the beauty 


+: TT Og 
and ornament of calamities: which 
the Bible calls, tried gold: of higheſt 
value, and fineſt luſtre : and which 
a late animated and deſcriptive writer, 
expreſſes, by, the ſomething ſcarce 
carthly, that is created and left 
under the hand of affliction: the 
calm, reſigned, and purified ſpirit 
imaged upon the fleſh; in a clear, 
commanding, and phraſing preſs 
ſion. 


Bleſſed are they as fo mourn, 
for they ſhall rejoice! 
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| Greenwich, Fan. LS: 
1786. 
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AGED TWENTY-FOUR YEARS. 
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Cara puella vale! veniet felicius cevum, - | 
Quando iterum tecum, ſim modo dignus! erage + 
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To 0. every SF ce is a 1 and id 
à time to every purpoſe under . 
Ham: ne 
4 time to be bern anda a time to the. 
Tuns, is alder; oblenrity 
5 nor uncertainty in what theſe 
words declare: conſequently there 
is nothing to be explained, and no- 
thing, to be proved. We know wat 
it is to be born, and what it is to 
die; and that the one is as natural 
and certain as the other: fo that all 
we have to do, 'is; to improve this 1 
6 holy and bene- 
„ fiiciat 
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; fickal purpoſes ; the eſtabliſhing a 

erious ſpirit, and fixing an atten» 
tion to the important buſineſs of our 
. F. K life. ao 
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Let not vs truths be: ee 
kia ſlighted by us becauſe they are 
plain: for God hath connected our 
eternal happineſs, not with dark 
and abſtruſe principles, of anxious 
ſearch, and painful "Inveſtigation, 
but with thoſe acknowledged arti- 
Fles Which are clear as he light, 
he open to every conſiderate perſs 
That we are born to die, and that 
there will as certainly bea departure 
aut of the world to us, Jas therechas 
been an entrance into it; this ævi- 
dent and conſeſſed point, properly 
and devotionally purſued, will have 
a kinclar alpeRt; and à bappiet in- 
. both upon our preſent 
* A 1 1 


nn 
Peace, and future felicity, than. any 
diſcoveries of philoſophy, or refine= 
ments of ſcience. The beſt know- 
ledge of mankind is man; his — 
his duty, his relation to God, and 
his juſt expectations from him when 
this ſtate of preparation and diſei- 
pline ſhall end: a ſolemn and awful 
time, which the inſpired. preaches 
brings into view; that by it we may 
be cooled to the coveted enjoyments 
of life, reconciled: to its evils, quick. 
ened in its duties, en for its 
OO ko 5-263 7 


1 «Toe every thing there] is a fafon, 
and a time to every purpoſe. Under 


| the heaven: 1 


4 2 1 


"FF A time to be born, ak a time etodie:” 


+4 


Np” oi! is- the. y of 
Kod: in the: births and deaths of 


A : : men. 


j 
| 
| 
|; 


IL hy 
men.” The time of the one is as 
certain, and may be made as defire- 


able, as that of the other. Dying 


time is nevertheleſs very ſolemn and 
important. There muſt be ſome 
other time beyond that of our dying. 


And we ſhould therefore well con- 


ſider of the preſent time, and im- 
prove it to the beſt neee 0 
Nett ow 27 v 24 eric 

R We begin Og hormindte > our 
ne vnder a divine prend 


4 7 


Life is given us for great. and 


od Purpoſes, and therefore is not 
— 2 divine attention in its origin 
and end. We did not come into 


this world by chance, nor were we 


born at all adventures; and if not 
.A hair of our head falls to the 
groun "without! our Father? much 


Ic ds we drop into the duſt, and 
withdraw 


12 1 


withdraw, into darkneſs, otherwiſe 
than with his order or notice. Man 
is the offspring of God: dear to him 
not only as his creature, but às his 
child. He brings us into this pro- 
batiofiary world; removes us into 
that which is final; and determines 
out times and the bounds of our ha- 
bitation in 'the iatermabane: ſeaſons; 
(1 5kig': 255 aft-1 11 


The ee of me fut man is 


recorded as not only the diſplay; of 5 


divine power, hut the reſult of di- 
vine counſel. God ſaid, let us 
tee make man in our own image.” 
David, repreſents the ſame counſi 
and deſign, as operating in the for- 
mation of all men. God is deſcribed 
as writing our members in his book; 
ſurveying our ſubſtance in its more 


Fe pom conti 
Wo did, ft : g&/- 3 199 913; 7 2415 nase > fs 
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1 
nuance of time completely faſhion- : 
ing Peony 


wy 1 muſt mu at 3 of * 
« that ſent me.” Like Jeſus Chriſt; 


we are all ſent into the world by 


God: ſent, that we may do honour 
and ſervice to him, and receive bleſ- 


ſings from him. Almighty God is 
in the ſcriptures ſaid to © raiſe up” 
perſons to ſerve the high and valu- 


able ends of his providence. It can- 


not be merely aceidental, that diſ- 


tinguiſhed and excellent men have 


ariferr at critical periods; to protect 


the innocent, chaſtiſe the oppreſ- 
ſor, and aſſert the rights of conſci- 
ence and mankind. The contrary ap- 


prehenſion ſuits the natural gran- 


deur of the mind of man; it corre 
ſponds with that belief of our rela- 
tion to the inviſible world, which we 

| would | 


EF nn Þ 
would not, and cannot diveſt our- 
ſelves of; it is found in Pagan 
writers, and has been taken for 
the baſis of the moſt ſplendid: fables. 
of antiquity xk. They: who move in 
humbler Rotions: and offices have 


been of equal merit and u with 
: thoſe 
Aden 3 5 31 10 erg ei, 
A 24 is in ene ths ground of that _ 
r rt ot hu Imagi t 

vie 98500 of the Ell o Yee 
the founder of the Roman empire is cond ucted 
into the ſhades, and ſhewn the pre-exiſtent 


ſouls of that gloriqus ace of he rot, which, 

RR fof5eng from him and his pofſtezity;... 
7 ! —Anime, ——. "> 
Corpora gebentur ——= —— 


27 + Ban 
In conformity to the Kue 5 be 25 : 
in; anotlier place "preſented mn u esl 
ſhield, adorned with. the repreſentation of their 
future moſt memorable atchievements, 20 Tf 
—— — rerumque 1 gnarus imagine gaudet 


Attolferis* humers famainque et fata 1 nepotum. . 
N | 5 5 VIII. 73⁰⁰ i 
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ti]: 
thoſe who are of more publick and 
ſeemingly more important charac- 
ters; and a deſignation for an im- 
mortal exiſtence, makes every humor 
being important; and the com- 
mencement and circumſtances of his his 

7 life, ne a Wine een, 


The great ones of the earth ſhould 
find their pride checked by this eon- 
ſideration, that their very life, and 
all that is to be boaſted in the time 
and circumſtances of it, was given 
and diſpoſed by a ſaperior hand; 
and with humility and devotion 
ſhould adopt the patriarch's connec- 
tion of © life and favour.” And they 
that are low and little in the world 
ſhould, from the ſame conſideration, 
obtain ſome conſequence i in our eyes. 
| Tame into the world under the 
7 Gref on and authority * the com- 
| mon 


TR, 

mon creator; and therefore may 
juſtly claim a place amongſt us, and 
challenge kindneſs from us They 
did not intrude themſelves upon us, 
wit their tales of woe; and ſeenes of 
whetcheineſs, but came under the 

Mee ney his name, whoſe is the 
CAN ati be fullneſs thereof; and 


ho divides to Wart man ran 
4 he will ig on 17055 
tl hint! illi dar nit 
On the ap God in the 
deaths of men; the Bible is determi- 
nate and copious; We die accord- 
ing to the word of tke Lord! as 
Moſes did,-whether-it be by ſickneſs, 
Age, or accident: © Behold he taketh : 
away, and O ba hinder him: 'He 
holds the tliread of our life in his 
hand, and lengthens or contracts it 


at his pleaſure. It is a ſatisfactory 


that what is ſo awful in it- 
ſelf 


142 11 
3 and momentous 
in its conſequences às our death is, 
comes not — by the will and word 
of the original Author and Giver of 
our life and, upon this perſuaſion 
** ground, many finties, And err 


3 uncertain. —— 

We pray in ſickneſs; we give thanks 
in recovery; and practiſe; reſigna- 
tion and ſubmiſſion. I ſaid thou 
art im y.Gdd my | times are in thy 
<:handy!'>; Bet us reverence God 
under that. venerable title, the God 
of dur lives! and demean ourſelves, 
k thloſe wiho! believe that the times 
bi beginning latid ending life are of 
BR appointment, d-that the inter- | 


vaning ume is Paſſed uUndet : his An- 
ſpettion. 10 neigt! bas bag | 
vioJa612i1a) 8 221 eile il 17 


A ni ius d 1 tarts? Jan! IL Of 
Us? ron 


[ 13 ] : 
-th of theſe times, which are thus 


with God, the one is as Certain as 
the other. 


Let men E 20 much as they will 
of what they are born to, honours, eſ- 
tates, preferments, 1 the royal preacher 


 fays, you are born to trouble, you 


are born to die. Dying 1s no dubi- 
ous lot, no impending or threaten- 
ing evil, which foreſight may diſ- 
cover, and care and caution enable 

us to eſcape; but an event as ſure 


as it is awful. The Scripture there- 


fore ſatyrically derides all pretences 
to immortality on earth, in what- 
ſoever circumſtances of pride and 
power they may be made. What 
man is he that liveth and ſhall not 

© ſee death? Nature and the God of 
nature have eſtabliſhed a law of 
; OY which admits no excepted, 


1 privilege 1 


24 14 ] 
privileged, inſtance. In the path of 
death, every man ſhall draw after 
him, as there are innumerable be- 
fore him : we follow others, and all - 
ſhall follow us, in that chain of ne- 
ceſſity that cannot be broken. A 
future judgement, and a future ſtate, 
are ſometimes queſtioned by ſuch as 
are afraid of them; but the reality 
and certainty of death is never diſ- 
puted : there are no infidels in this 
: particular. Tyrant and enemy, as 

we call him, death is a permitted 
enemy, and an authorized tyrant; - 
and he muſt ſpoil and reign, till he 
has put all men under his feet. The 
wonder is that we fall not ſooner 
than we do under hjs dominipn ; and 
that the times of birth and death = 
are. not 75 0 to each other than i in 


r 


| lolopher Mr. Boyle, ſaid, we might 
| Conſider 


7 85 1 
conſider it as a matter of ſurprize 
that we ever ſaw an old man. The 
generality are unacquainted with the 
delicacy of their own ſtructure; and 
it is well that ſuch as know it, do 
not live in the conſtant recollection 
of it. The queſtion that was once 
aſked with a criminal petulance, we 
may aſk with a devotional gratitude; 
Why died I not from the womb ? 
hy gave I not up the ghoſt as 
* ſoon as I was born?” And we 
may anſwer the query with due ac- 
knowledgments to the immediate 
authors of our infant exiſtence, and 
with profound adoration of that Al- 
mighty Being Who is ſtiled, the 
Preſerver of men; who carries us 
through the fveral ſucceeding parts 
of that day, which is made the 
| meaſure and emblem of our life; * 
And ſets our welt ſo diſtant from our 


B * dawning | 
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a hour, as we often behold 
Our daily ſafety and ſupply is, 

in 805 Bible, attributed to the guar- 
dianſhip and miniſtration of angels ; 
and a very pleaſing notion does this 
give us of the benevolence of thoſe 
ſuperior ſpirits, and of the friendly 
commerce that ſubſiſts between the 
viſible and inviſible worlds, _ [ 


| III. The time 15 our death may 
de made as happy and deſireable, as 
that of our 510 can ,poflibly have 
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=: Death is no abſolute evil. Under 
; the Chriſtian covenant it 1s converted 
into a bleſſing. We may be happy 
: though we die; and we muſt die be- 
fore we can be happy completely. 
Nature ſhrinks and ſtartles at the 


* of death; but religion al- 
N wa 
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laays its fears, and conquers its aver- 
ſions. Here is the great bleſſing of 
religion; the great kindneſs that the 
diſpenſation of life and imiſſortality 
by the goſpel does us. Nothing elſe 
could teach us to look death in the 
face, or to aſſure ourſelves of exiſt- 
enee and happineſs beyond it. No 
authority but that which is divine, 
could declare an union of death and 
bleſſedneſs. No voice, but the voice 
from heaven, could ever ſay, Bleſſed 
are the dead that die in the Lord! 
Write this!” ſays the ſpirit of 
truth and comfort: © write it, as in- 
fallibly certain, however tranſcen- 
dently aſtoniſhing, for they reſt from 
their labours, and their works fol- 
low them! The reſt and hope that 
dwell in a righteous man's tomb 
may ſteal from us a ſecret wiſh to 
be the inhabitant of it, rather than 

B: 3 „ 
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the ſight of a ſumptuous. palace, 
to be lord and maſter there: and, 
had we that communion with the 
world above, which for wiſe reaſons 
is denied us, we ſhould live under 
its conſtant and prevalent attrac- 
tions. We ſhould with unremitted 
endeavours ſeek that better coun- 
try; and ſhould remember Jeruſalem 
above our chief joy. We are ſaid to 
be allied to the company of angels, 


and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 


perfect. Were we permitted in any 
modes of intercourſe with them 


5 : which we can be ſuppoſed capable of 


ſupporting, it would adminiſter plea- 
fare; inſpire with fortitude and 
comfort; and make a tranſition to 
their ſociety, though by the inſtru- 
mentality of death, familiar and 
.  ehgible-to,our thoughts. Could any 


: 15 * Arom (Rem to. us, we ſhould 
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attend with avidity to the intelli- 
gence they brought us; we ſhould 
deſire the good land from their good 
report of it; and with determina- 
tion and ardour; ſhould lay, let us 


"I alſo go up and Poſſeſs it.” 


"Bk what cannot be ho by any. 


converſcs of this kind, may be done 


by other methods more ſuitable to 
our condition, and altogether as ef- 


fectual. Improved habits of good- 
neſs, as they make death ſafe, ſo they 


make the time of it defireable and 
happy; and there have been perſons 
who, by means of them, have ſub- 
dued in themſelves the fear of death, 
and the dread of a future ſtate; and 


to whom both have appeared rather 


deſireable than formidable. Let the 

principles, objects, and proſpets of 
religion, Fan mn us in the 
| | great= 


* 
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greatneſs that really belongs to them, 
and there is no doubt but we may 


attain to the ſame compoſed and ex- 
alted frame. Under the ennobling 
influence of the inſtitution of Jefus, 
we may become well affected to 


death, and have the thoughts of it 


dwell in fellowſhip with the moſt 
valued enjoyments of our lives. Did 
a primitive apoſtle confider abſence 


from the body with calm indiffer- 
ence, and with devotional pleaſure; 


we may do it alſo. We have the 


fame glorious ſyſtem that he had to 


ground our loftieſt ſentiments upon: 
the ſame reafons that he hed for 
ſaying, thanks be to God who al- 
ways cauſeth us to triumph in 


Chriſt. That death which we ate 
ſeeking conſolation againſt from all 


probable ſources, may, by the ſpirit 


and power of Chrittiaiyy'1 in us, be 


turned 


E 
turned into the greateſt conſolation 
of all. The ſhades of death may, to 
an upright man, become as grateful 
as the ſhadows of the night. They 
will be diſperſed by a brighter morn- 
ing; and, till that morning ariſes, 
he reſts under protection of the 
eternal love and faithfulneſs to 
which he now chearfully commits. 
himſelf in his nightly. amen and 
| "MF: labours. ö init e 03 2197200 
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IV. Dying t. time of Wi nevertheleſs 
very great ſolemnity in it; and ſhould, 
engage our Gbgent and {erious, Nr. 
paration. eo e e 
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We are held under a e awe 
of the eternal ſtate. Whatſoever is 
infinite and everlaſting, deeply af- 
fects the mind of man; and to a 
certain degree oyercomes it; and 

therefore 


y 22 
therefore an infinite duration has 
that in it which neceſſarily occa- 
fions the moſt ſolemn and awaken- 
ing impreſſions to the beſt of men; 
who; in their collected moments, 
have the joyful perception of their 
being within the declared terms of 
divine acceptance and favour, and 

conſequently the qualified ſubjects 

of future happineſs. As we come 
nearer to this infinite and everlaſt- 
ing ſtate, our impreſſions from it 
—— and our awe the great- 
The revered objects of the in- 


7 Viſible world are meeting us, and its 


\ —— - - 
A . — — — — — — — — — oo e 
— p — eg; = — — n a 
: . 


— : — r 
— ¶ —ůu-? N. 
—— 2 


incomparable ſplendours bpening 
upon us! Is not this time ſolemn 
and important? Like the books that 
contained the deſtinies of antient 
Rome, it increaſes in value as it 

decreaſes in meaſure; and we mall 
. never Lon its ſolemnity till ie ar- 

| rives. 
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rives. Spend common time then in 

ſuch a manner, as to make it have 
the kindeſt aſpect upon dying time. 
Keep thy own conſcience thy friend 


againſt that ſeaſon; conſcienſe 


wall ; bring with it another and a 
greater friend, even an all- ſufficient 
God, who only can be thy friend 
eternally, Lay up a good foundation 
againſt the time to come] Will the 
ſpirit of devotion, the offices of 
charity, the habits of virtuous ſelf- 
_ denial, the contempt of the world, 
and the ſpirit of heavenly. minded- 
neſs, will theſe things ſoften thy 
dying pillow, make God ſmile upon 
thee, and render the ſplendours of 
the celeſtial world, as they break 
upon thy departing ſpirit, welcome 


tao thee? Then, in time, make this 


bleſſedneſs ſure: turn all to good ac- 
count 1 that day, when one 


beam 
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beam of comfort and hope, the fruit 
of knowledge, ſincerity, integrity, 
and-duty, ſhall be of more worth 
to thee than all the world can be. 
Think all the endowments of na- 
ture, all the bleſſings of providence, 
all the diſtinctions of rank and con- 
dition, well employed, if by all, 
thou mayeſt gain acceptance at 
death, and boldneſs in the day of 
ee 


. v. There muſt be fades: other 
time e 8 that of oung- 


Death cannot his: the laſt ok us : 
In does not agree with the other 
parts. of the diſpenſation. of the 
bleſſed: God that it ſhould be ſo. 
Our days are few and evil; and 
therefore cannot be our only days. 

One who was nn. a king, com- 
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plained | that he was made in vain, . 
if made for this world only; and 
Tibmitted the vanity of his life, on 
this ſuppoſition, notwithſtanding 
the exaltation and glory of it, to the 
conſideration of his Maker: Con- 
ider how ſhort my time is; Where 
fore haſt thou made all men in 
n only in a compara- 
tive view that any life is long; and, 

abſolutely conſidered, the longeſt 
life is ſhort. If we reach what ts 
given as the full complement of hu- 
man exiſtence, and by reaſon of 
ſtrength attain to fourſcore years, 
yet are we ſoon cut off, and even 


1 away. But by how fcantier 


a line is our life, for the Ares Part. 
| meaſured! » 


Thoufants die as ſoon as ay 
Dorn. The time of birth and death 


is in a manner one. 


[ 
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An infant 


comes into the world, and goes out 
of it again, as a bird comes into a 
room at one window, and goes out 
# at. another, in the ſame flight. 


'7 God does nothing i in vain, it ſeems 


a wonderful part of his providence, 
that ſo many little beings ſhould be 


born only to die. 


But if we con- 


ſider this world as the road to ſome 
other, the difficulty is removed; 
they look as if introduced into this 
mortal ſtate, in order to their being 
partakers of the ſtate of immorta- 
lity; and are enrolled amongſt the 
ſons of the firſt Adam, to inherit 
the benefits and bleſſings of the ſe- 
f cond. So conſidered, both life and 
death are gain to them. It is a pri- 
ò.!lege to be born, though . die 


immediately; 


temptations and dangers of life, July 
: . 


and, perhaps, 


he 


XD 1 
' weighed, a greater privilege than to 
be born and live. It is eaſy of ap- 
prehenſion, that multitudes of in- 
fant ſpirits, which winged their way 
in haſte from us, may have cauſe to 
bleſs God, both that they came into 
the world at all, n _ "ors left 
It fo ſoon. 911 4 2% 
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With 2 ſhort Kite we have many 
; eres: : and the evils of life fur- 
niſh a ſtronger preſumption againſt. 
its being our only ftate, than its 
brev ity can do. Count the waves 
of the ſea when agitated by a tem- 
peſt! you may as eaſily do this, as 
count the infelicities of man in his 
expoſed, open, condition. Trouble 
is our earlieſt acquaintance, and our 
moſt conſtant attendant. In a ſmooth 
or flowery plain, through which the 
EY Journey of life at ſome favoured in- 
H C2 tervals 
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tervals happens to lie, we think we 
have parted company with it, and 
try to eraſe its former cruel, impreſ- 
fions.;. but no ſooner have we wiped 


___ away\A1ts. furrows, and recovered, a 


ſerene. brow, through. the help. of 
him, who. giveth. ſtrength unto. the 
weary, than at ſome ſudden. turn it 
unexpectedly croſſes us in the way; 
and again compaſies-our: ſteps, We 
Tee that it has marked ovr path, and 
never been far from qur ſide, Some 
wha. thought they had. bid farcwel.to 
trouble, as they really had done to en 
joyment, and that the next ſtep would 
have carxied them, into a, ſaten and 
tercepti itſelf batween the thraſhold 
af, that world and them: protracting 
thoſo days oh mourning; which they 
buopad were ended; and filling up all 
e Wat cen _ remain behind. of | 

4 the 


I 
the ſufferings of the fleſh. Old age 


is made to renew the fight of afflic- 
tions, long after the reward has 
feemed in fight; and to maintain 
the warfare, when it had done og 
but ROGER the dre = bein 
And has man no farthes* portion 
or hope ? Is he ſent hither to carry 
about with him a pained body, or a 
vexed heart; to contend with the 
arm of power, or ſtruggle under 
the foot of pride; to have ſo little 


intereſt in the world, that he hardly 


ſeems to belong to it; or to be 
touched in every intereſt chat he has, 
ſo that each ſhall prove a fruitful 
ſource of miſery to him, and at laſt 
to lay his head in the duſt without 
having any thing more or better in 

reſe ve ty The wiſdom and the "IA 
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"mt of Gad forbid: this: nelanchaly 
ne, AN 


: There: muſt be ſome. othen time. 
Are they that have fallen aſleep pe- 
Tiſhed ? Will the hours of pain, ſuſ- 
pence, and terror, in which their 
ſeparation from us was made, be 
ſucceeded by no ſecurer, brighter, and 
| happier period? Are their friendſhip, 
patience, and: virtuous ſuffering, all 
buried in the earth, without proſ- 
| pe, or poſſibility of recompence? 
Have we ſtood by them only to cru- 
cie our fondeſt affections; to ſuſ- 
tain the conflict of our tendereſt 
paſſions ;; to fee the frailty of na- 
ture, the vanity of art, the feebleneſs 
of medicine; to aggravate our ſor- 
rows: by 4;guarded- concealment, or 
to ſwell the ſtream of their tears, by 
cle n g of our own? 
| Have 


#1 


Have we, in. our kindeſt attentions, 
been only maintaining an unequal 
conteſt with the earth, by emulouſly _ 
wrapping in our own boſom, for a 
Precarieus hour, what we ſaw her 
gathering 1 into her, boſom, for ever? 
Were this; the caſe, and the ſhade 
of death impenetrable ;, then what 
is poetically figured would be dread- 
fully realized, that Deſpair tended 
the ſick, and was the buſieſt hand- 
maid about their couches x! The 
world would then be clothed in 


darkneſs; and the black cloud * 


mor rtality that overſpreads it, would 
Pp 


* 


*A Lazar-houſe it "OP , wherein were 17 

Numbers of all diſeaſed, all maladie? 
Dire was the toſſing, deep the groans, Deſpair 
Tended the ſick, buſieſt from couch to couch; 
And over OP triumphant death——=, 


Fax. Losr, xl. 479. 1 


Et 32 1 
damp our hearts, as s it terminated 
our r proſpects. my 
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There Het be ſome other time, | 
to which the changes and afflictions 
of this have a happy and beneficial 


15 ſubſerviency, and in which they 


hall have their end and their re- 
ward. There muſt be a time of de- 
liverance from death, and of felicity 
beyond it. T his time, the Preacher, 
khe ſon of David, knew not; and 
therefore could not put It amongſt 
the times that he enumer ates; nor 
balance the infelicities that belong 
to many of them by it: but hear 
what is 9125 ny us by the ward of 
the Lord: Jeſus died and roſe 
again, wid them that ſleep in Jeſus 
ill God bring with him.' There is 
a ſet time' when God will remember 


us; a molt glorious period which is 
N * fixed 


Fl 


fixed by eternal love and counſel, 


and which ſhall certainly. arrive. 
Then,“ ſays the great. ange 
of afflicted uprightneſs,, * Thou 
© ſhalt call; and I will anſwer: 
thou ſhalt have reſpect to the 
work of thine own hands,” and 
oils and perfect thine own; crea- 
This is. the time, which illu- 
— by a. F from heaven, he 
anticipated again, when he uttered 
thoſe rapturous words: I know 
that my Redeemer. liveth, and that 
«Mts: — latter day he ſhall ſtand: 
upon the earth, and that in my 


_ © fleſh, I ſhall ſee God, though after 


* my. ſkin, worms. deſtroy this body, 
and {MY ben by eee unden 


* 


. There, muſt, be another, times 
Lhe earneſt expectation of the crea= 
| ture 


+ 
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ture waiteth for it; a Peak 
ation travails in pain for it; the in- 


telligent and virtuous part thereof | 


languiſhes for its coming. This 
time is called the- redemption of 
* our bodies: our adoption: : and 


the manifeſtation of the ſons of 


God: when we ſhall appear ha- 


of. bited and adorned ' as becomes his 
children; when by the reſurrection- 
glories that ſhall be put upon us, 

our heavenly Father will indeed ap- 


pear to acknowledge and own us; 


and when the brightneſs and beauty 


in which we fhall ariſe, Rall be ſuch 


as to do additional honour to the 


Amighty Saviour that raiſes. us. 
He ſhall come to be glorified in 
© his ſaints, and to be admired in 


< all them that believe. Ccaleſ- 


ml 9 _ N nr aſk with ſur- 
Prize, 


W 
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prize, What are theſe, and whenee 


came they? 55 


her muſt be another time. We 
have it by an infallible word. All our 
natural concluſions, all our virtuous 
expectations, all the ſuggeſtions and 
intimations of Providence, are eſtab - 
liſned by a high and authoritative 
declaration, Behold I come, and 
my reward is with me!” 80 ſays 
he who ſitteth on his father s throne; 
whoſe it 1s to make all things new; 
5 and to cauſe life to reign as far as 
death, and ſin, the parent of it, has 
reigned. Mortality ſhall be ſwal- 
_ © lowed up of life.“ Now all is ſwal- 
lowed up of death : but that. life, to 
which death now oppoſes itſelf, ſhall 
be finally triumphant; and ſhall 
= e entire god, alone. Life ſhall 
= Sn eiii Sather 
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Dather all things into its arms, and 
death be ſought for and not found. 


This is the Goſpel record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life, 
* and this life is in his ſon; and let 
us bleſs God for that diſpenſation of 
his Son which ſhines upon our heads 
in ſuch majeſtic and friendly beams; 


diſpelling the ſhadow, and removing 


the diſgrace of death; brightening 

che Gbſcutity,/andextithix the mean- 
neſs of our preſent condition 
There muſt be ſome other and _ 
yu time: I eee. 


I *Oonſider-wiſtly of aus prelnt 1 
time, and apply and * it to 
the beſt b ae Gf 


Know thy time, and the ny of 
1 viſitation: thy time, and the 
| things 


tan 


things that belong to hs peace. mt 
is a time in which many mercies 
are received by us, for which we 
muſt be grateful and thankful. A 
time in which changes are to be ex- 
pected, in an apprehenſion of which 
we muſt be reſigned and humble. 
Afflictions are to be borne, e 
which we are to eſtabliſh ourſelves“ 
with faith and patience. Death is 
to be provided for by an habitual in- 
tegrity; and eternal life to be ſe- 
cured by our virtuous and vigorous 
exertions. 
Let us, then, go through the 
world with a deep ſenſe of our ſo- 
lemn obligations to God ; ſuffering 
not the loſs of what he ſhall pleaſe 
to take, to nullifie the enjoyments 
which he may mercifully continue. 
We plealingly, enen vainly, em- 
5 ploy | 
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: toy our thoughts upon what we - 
have loſt, but cannot recover : let 
us watch over ſuch thoughts, leſt 


they obſcure divine goodneſs to us, | 


or render it ſuſpected by us. What 
was the language of a more blame- 
able paſſion, is too often the lan- 
guage of grief, * all this availeth 
me nothing,” in the abſence of one 
ſuperlatively valued. delight! But, 
this is injuſtice, to God, to others, 
and to ourſelves. Are ſome friends 
or relations taken from us, let us, 
rather, ſet a greater price upon 
_ thoſe that are left; and as God is 
centering our comfort in fewer ob- 
Jes, preſs them to our hearts with 
a ſtill fuller affection. 


Let us conſider ourſelves as mu- 
table creatures in a mutable world: 
this way we ſhall eſcape that, which 


AS 
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is the. worſt part of every affliction, 
I mean ſurprize; ſhall break the 
world's ſtrokes before they fall, and 
blunt its arrows, before they are 
diſcharged from the ſtring: and if 
our ſpirits are diſciplined by ſelf- de- 
nial, and governed by humility, 
we ſhall becomingly bear, what 
many are overwhelmed with z and 
whoſe roarings are poured out like 
the waters, when the things that 
they leaſt feared, and were leaſt pre- 
pared for, are come upon them. 


Loet us ſuſtain troubles as becomes 
a due apprehenſion both of their 
Author, and of their end. They do 
not ſpring from the duſt, though 
they bring our moſt beloved down 
to it: nor are we chaſtened for 
God's pleaſure, but for our profit. 
Let us be content to enjoy the world 
We OT " ou | 
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upon the ſame conditions that others 
enjoy it. Whoſe happineſs is full, 
complete, or permanent? Whoſe 
houſe 1s ſafe from fear, or has not 
the rod of God upon it? A general 
tranquillity and hope, mixed with 
cares, and fears, and ſorrows, is the 
the only happineſs that is attainable 
by us, ſuitable for us, or laſting 
unto us. Who is not, who has not 
been, bereaved and pained as well as 
- ourſelves ? We inherit others griefs, 
and others ſhall inherit ours. I 
think of the aggregate of ſorrow 
© that goes to the conſtituting of one 
ſmall church-yard. And here I af- 
fect my mind, not only with the fad. 
© diſeaſes, which have now done their 
'worſt; and with the languiſhings 
and torments of their ſeveral ſuffer- 
ing ſubjects; who now, free among 
the dead, are delivered from them 
e 8 + 5 | | for 


Tu 
for ever: but with the pangs that 
were left behind in the heart of pa- 
rent, friend, or brother, as each 
went to his houſe of darkneſs ; and 
which at whatſoever diſtances of 
time and place, continued, or fill 
continue to live, in their attached 
and faithful boſoms. I confider 
every tomb in connection not only 
with the duſt which is buried under 
it, but with thoſe living ſorrows, 
which could not be buried with 
their occaſions and cauſes; and which 
may be called, death working in 
them that are ſpared, as it has been 
triumphant, over them that are 


gone“. 


Againſt and amidſt all the affſic- 
tions that are common to men, let 
„55% 


A Wontnvdntöt inſcription in a village 
church, near the coaſt of aa into which 
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us arm and ſupport ourſelves by the 
great and excellent principles of our 
common Chriſtianity ; by our own 


experience, and the experience of 
others; fainting not becauſe look- 
ing at the things that are not ſeen 
and are eternal; bringing forth 
fruit with patience ; ſeeking protec- 
tion againſt the evils of life from 
God's power, hoping deliverance 


from: them through his faithfulneſs, 


and flying to his mercy 4s our ſo- 
ö verign 


1 Rob ſtepped juſt before the Sunday. 
| ſervices began, very much impreſſed me, as I was 


then circumſtanced, in this particular. The 
ſentiments and the lines of it, were ſo truly 


elegiac, that as they had caught 1 my attention, 


they alſo fixed themſelves on wy memory. 


Unicam clan flies Elizabetham 
(At multarum inſtar) _ 


7 Incertum an vivam conftantius amavit, 


An defunctam acerbius flevit. 


: Certe tanta calamitati diu non ſu 1 1 


ts 


vereign medicine during their conti- 
nuance, 


Preparation for death, and ſtrenu- 
ous endeavours for obtaining eter- 
nal life, is the farther uſe, and beſt 
ntenemenz of preſent time. 


We muſt be prepar ed for death Neg 
habitual. religion. We can never 
die well, if we do not live well. To 
die believers in God, and expectants 
of a future happy ſtate, we muſt live 
ſuch. There muſt be religion in 
our lives, if we would have its com- 
forts and hopes prevail and ſhine 


forth in our deaths. Men may live 
what they are not; but they muſt 


dig what they are: and it is only a 
uniform courſe of conſcience and 
duty, that can reconcile us to death, 
and make eternity welcome, h Let us 
EG. js | then 
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then ehioriſh a ſtrong ſenſe of. the 
_ excellency of religion; let us grow | 
in the theory, and abound in the 
practice of it; let us ſeek the copious 
participation of its ſpirit and in- 
fluence, and the poſſeſſion of that 
divine nature which it conveys, and 
bleſſes men with; then ſhall we have 
that true preparation for death, 
which will make us ready for it, 
whereyer we may meet it; and pre- 
ſerve to us our higheſt and nobleſt 
| intereſts beyond it IL. © * 


That God, who Wiha reſpect 
of perſons, rendereth unto every 
man according to his work, ſhall to 
them who by patient continuance in 


well- doing, ſeek glory, honour, and 


immortality, recompenſe eternal life. 
If we fo ſeek them, we fhall af- 


ſuredly find them. The evils and 
Waun 


| I 

troubles of, this preparatory ſtate 
may be converted by us into the 
means of our ſpiritual perfection, 
and final felicity ; and through the 
pains and ſorrows that came in upon 
the world at the loſs of the firſt pa- 
radiſe, we may be tending to the 
bleſſedneſs of the ſecond: that heaven 
where God dwells, and where all is 
happy and eternal. SETTLE 


Is there a time to Hs as chere has . 
been for us to be born, let us be re- 
conciled to the appointment. 


Let us not be averſe to going out 
of the world at the will, and under 
the eye, of the ſame great and good 
Sod that brought us into it. We 
go not from his preſence, nor from 
under his dominion, nor from the- 
reach of his tender mercies. His 

loving 


tb 1 


loving kindneſs is better than life, 
becauſe of longer continuance. Let 
us prepare ourſelves chearfully to go 
that way, that all the excellent of 


the earth before us have gone. 


Adam, the firſt of men, and Abra- 
ham, the friend of God; theſe 
with innumerable venerable cha- 
racters, have ſubſcribed the law 
of univerſal mortality; yea, Jeſus 
himſelf obeyed this law, and went 
by death to heaven.“ And to the 
time of dying, let us alſo be recon- 
ciled, and that with reſpe& both to 
ourſelves, and thoſe that are deareſt 
to us; whether it be in earlier life 

in the fulneſs of all worldly advan- 
tages and proſpects, or in later and 
more advanced years. There is a 
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ſeaſon for death, as well as for every 


thing elſe to come in; and this fea- 
ſon the Father. keeps in his own 
power. 


19 1 
power, Even Heathens could talk 
of ſeaſons that were pecuharly op- 
portune for dying; and therefore 
peculiarly defireable for it; and we 
ſhould not come ſhort of them in 
this ſentiment. God made not 
death; and only the fin that did 
make it, can make- the time of it 
unſeaſonable. ; 

a With reconciliation to the time of 
our death, let us remember the gra- 
dual, continual approach of it. Let 
us remember it in the days of health 
and pleaſure ; and ſuſpect all thoſe 
concerns and amuſements, that will - 
not bear to have the recollection of 
death and eternity to come acroſs 
them. Let us remember it in fick- 
neſs; and improve. recovery from it, 
as they that know their laſt ſickneſs | 
will come, and wiſh to make it 
more happy to them than any they 
have 


1 4 1 


"FRO ariſen from. Many fall heck, 
and it leaves no impreſſion : they 


recover again; and they only ſay, 
their time was- not come; and if 


we follow them into the world, 


which they have, for a while, been 


ſecluded from, we ſhall ſee them live, 


as if they thought their time never 
would come. Let us remember the ap- 


proach of death, amidſt the changes 


of place and habitation: and make all 


our removals in this world, as be- 


comes the perſuaſion of our being 


ſoon removed out of it. A ſepul- 


chre was the firſt purchaſe that was 


ever made: and that may preclude 
the uſe of every other purchaſe: 
and we may want it for ourſelves, 
or for thoſe that belong to us, before 

we go to any dwelling that we have 
in contemplation or deſire. 


- . 
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18 F 
'Is there a time to die, approach- 
ing, as there has been to be born? 


Then let us find a time to live, in the 
beſt manner, and to the beſt purpoſes. 


With reſpect to many, this is all 
that is delivered to us concerning 
them ; that they were born on one 


| day, and died on another: the 


whole hiſtory of their life being 
comprehended in theſe two circum- 
ftances, which are common to all 
mankind, I cannot, faid the excel- 
lent perſon who made this reflec- 
tion *, I cannot but look upon theſe 
regiſters of exiſtence, whether of 
braſs or marble, as a kind of ſatire 
on the departed perſons; who: had 
left no other memory of them, 
but that they were born, and that 
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they died. The life of theſe men is 
finely deſcribed by the path of an 


arrow, which is immediately cloſed 
up and loſt, Will our time to die 
come ; then let our time of ſervice 


and duty firſt come. By the uſe- 


fulneſs of our lives, let us give 


ground for belief, that we were ſent 
hither of God. Let us aſpire after 


the honour of that antient ſaint, 


who was the ornament of the old 
world, and an illuſtrious example 
of genuine picty to the new. In 
the midſt of a long ſucceſſion of 


names, of thoſe who lived ſo many 


hundred years, and then died; the 


Spirit of. God makes a ſtop at his 


name, in order to amplify. upon his 


gharattee : And Enoch walked | 


« with, Doll pra” he was not, for 


1 God took him.” The genealogy 
18 e to make this glorious 


diſcrimination; 


1 * 4 
diſcrimination; to tranſmit to after 8 
ages, ſo much tranſcendent worth. 
We cannot have ſuch a diſcrimina- 
tion in the Bible; but let us ſeek to 
have it in the conſcience and me- 
mory of mankind. Let it be faid 
of us, at leaſt let there be room 
for ſaying it, There lies the man of 
piety and integrity; that was ſeen 
at the Church, as well as at the Ex- 
change: that was the ſame man in 
his own houſe, and in the houſe of 

God; and that came to the latter, 
that he might better diſcharge the 
duties of the former : the man that 
kept the lip of truth, the law 
of kindneſs; the bonds of love, 
equity, and faithfulneſs! Let this 
be ſaid of us, and then when our 
places on earth ſhall know us nd 
more, we ſhall have a place! in hea- 
ven, from which we ſhall never be re- 
"Ea © moved ; 


15] 
moved; and a name in heaven Which 
ſhall never be blotted out. 


Remember, and remember with 
thankfulneſs and triumph, that 
e are things of time only. 


7 Time, both in the Scripture and 
in common ſpeaking, is uſed for the 
duration of the world, from its cre- 
ation to its end: and in diſtinction 
from that everlaſting duration which 
the deſtruction of this viſible ſyſtem 
affects not. | It is uſed. for the pe- 
riod which is meaſured by it. With 
time ſo conſidered, death originated, 
and ſhall be deſtroyed in its de- 
ſtruction. With time, all its evils 
ſhall ceaſe, and death amongſt the 
eſt. It was introduced ſoon after 
Adam and his paradiſe were created: 
the trees of life and death grew 
near 


(on 


near together. The firſt ſacrifices 


© to death were made in Eden it- 


© ſelf. In that originally happy 


* garden, was the firſt inſtitution 
© of death and fanerals! But as 
death came in with time, and reigns 
through all the ages and ſucceſſions 


of it, ſo ſhall they ceaſe together. 


There ſhall be no more death; 
for God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God! And 


© there ſhall be neither ſorrow, nor 
pain, nor tears; for the former 


things ſhall have paſſed away! 


The loſs of endeared' relatives is 
our deepeſt affliction. Other loſſes 
may be retrieved, but redemption 
from death ceaſes for ever. Could 
we retain the beloved companions of 
our pilgrimage, we ſhould chear- 
fully meet the evils of it. Though” 


the world covered its face with 


2 frowns,. 


. 
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frowns, we could look unto them 
and be lightened; and the deſire of 
our eyes, would reſtrain, or aſſuage 
the ſorrows of our hearts. But be- 
loved objects, inſtead of remaining 
with us the balm of other wounds, 
do in their removal become the ſe- 
vereſt wounds of all. We ſuffer 
much, where we have loved much: 
and are pierced through with many 
ſorrows, by our once moſt valued 
delights. From the hour we think 
death has marked his prey, our 
quickeſt ſenſibilities, and tendereſt 
diſtreſſes are awakened; increaſing 
with his continued, and more pow- 
erful aſſailments, till having made 
his conqueſt entire, he in our ſight 
carries off the precious ſpoil to his 
ſtrong hold, the grave. When diſ- 
eaſes of alarming magnitude, * the 
x Arſt⸗ born ſons of death, announce 
| = ; him 
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him near; and when from being 


5 


about the houſe, we expect him 


ſoon to make his way into the 


houſe, we in the ſpirit of humility, 


and in the intercourſes of love and 
religion, prepare ourſelves for re- 
ceiving ſo unwelcome a viſitant, and 


ſuſtaining a ſtroke which we ap- 


prehend, miracle, as well as mercy, 
| mult be exerted to 1 


There! is a land where G0 once 
dwelt ! then the enviable ſcene of 
heavenly communication and influ- 
ence. In Judah was God known, 
and his name great in Iſrael ! There 
the power of the Lord was preſent 


to heal, in that illuſtrious Prophet, : 


who was mighty 1 in word, and in 
deed : the light of the world, and 


the life of men. He knew how to 


have compaſſion. The griefs of 


+ EF 1, friend, 
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friend, or brother, ths: eſpecially 
the ſtrong cries and prayers, mingled 
with tears, that were offered with all 
the perſuaſive energy of parental ſor- 
row, intereſted his benignity, and en- 

gaged his omnipotence. He diſmiſſed 
the humble ſappliants in all the am- 
plitude of goodneſs. Be it unto thee 
according to thy faith! Be it unto. 
| thee even as thou wilt! I will come 
and heal him! Go thy way, thy ſon 
Hveth! Thy brother ſhall riſe again! 


To have Jeſus thus at hand, to 
rebuke the fever, to touch the bier, 
and fay to the mourner that was 
going for comfort to the general re- 
furrection at the laſt day, I am THE 

RESURRECTION) And to ſee him 
immediately exemplify the name; 


and accompliſh the work, Lazarus, 


come forth! © Young man, I ſay 
unto thee, ariſe! The maid is not 


Grad 


1 
dead but ſleepeth! What cauſe was 
here for high admiration! What 
field for curious wonder! What call 
for love and confidence! Theſe were 
times of refreſhing from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord; and men ſaw 
that the ſtrength of death was bro- 

ken. We could deſire to ſee: one of 
theſe days of the Son of Man, and 
bleſs them that lived when God did 
this. Denyed theſe viſible, wonderful, 
vouchſafements of reſtoring mercy, 
we endeavour to make our impor- 
tunity and our faith ſupply the 
comfort of them. We betake our- 
ſelves to God, with the very argu- 
ments which obtained recovering 
| goodneſs through his Son: argu- 
ments taken from the extremity of 
the caſe ; the ſtrength of our affec- 
tions ; and the exceſſes of our griefs. 


We alſo ſay, Come down e'er my 
| child | 


= 
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child die! He is even now dead, but 
fpeak thou the word, and he ſhall 

live! Heal my ſon, for he is mine 
only child! When we have looked 
upwards in vain, we look down 
again with anguiſh : we ſee the diſ- 
appointment that follows the inef- 
ficacy of our kindeft efforts; and 
our faces alſo are athamed. We are 
pained at every expreflion of en- 


dearment in thoſe whom our love 


can no longer avail. We are em- 
barraſſed by their affectionate and 
inſtinctive attachment, which ſays, 
© Be not far from me, for trouble is 
* near! bewailing our momentary 
ce when a final ſeparation 15 
at hand; and coveting our embraces, 
as the ayer een that we muſt: re- 
frain from embracing. Still hope- 
ing, though againſt hope, we depart 
from that reſignation, we had once 
. brought 
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brought our ſpirits unto. We are 
careful, and cumbered about many 
things, for the ſake of the one thing 
needful to us. Our paſſions are a 
cited; our minds are divided ; our 
attentions and expedients are Wanne. 
plied: till at length the offices and the 
hurries of the ſick chamber, give way 
to the ſtillneſs and.lirude th that death 
introduces. Then, ſubmiſſion is our 

duty and our relief; and we ſeek a 
corner for devotion and mourning, 
Thou deſtroyeſt the hope of man: 
thou  prevaileſt for ever againſt 
him, and he paſſeth: thou changeſt 
his countenance; and. ſendeſt him 
away!“ In the ſtrong and vivid 
impreſſions that are left upon our 
ſpirits, and poſſeſs our imaginations, 
we ſeem, in a manner, ſtill to retain 


* 


that which is actually departed; but 


are ſoon made to feel our actual de- 
Y- | Pr iwation. b 


F 
privation. Thou ſhalt ſeek me in 
* the morning, and I ſhall not be! 


In theſe ſeaſons we mult take care 
whoſe voice we liſten to. Paſſion 
ſays miſtaken things: and philoſo- 
phy ſays nee * 


TvLLY loſt his beloved daughter, 
one of the beſt, and moſt learned of 
the Roman ladies, in the prime of 
her life, and the moſt comfortleſs 
ſeaſon of his own: his ſuitable com- 
panion, as well as his chief delight. 
Philoſophers come from all parts of 
Rome to comfort him. He flees 
their company and conſolations; 
and at the houſe of Ar TIcus, turns 
over every book that had the mode - 
rating of grief, for its ſubject or de- 
ſign. This retreat is not private 
n he retires farther to a 
; more 
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more ſequeſtered dwelling, © Here,” 
ſays he, I live without the ſpeech 
© of man: in the morning, I hide 
_ © myſelf in the thickeſt of the wood, 
and come not out till the evening: 
nothing is ſo dear to me as this 
ſolitude: my whole converſation 
is with my books; yet that is in- 
terrupted by my tears, which I 
©'would reſiſt, but am not able“ !! 
80 little can the dictates of philo- 
ſophy do, to ſupport under that: 
which 1 it cannot Net Pl: 


- 


And as philoſophy. 18 8 


ſo paſſion is tumultuous, and un- 


guarded. Under its dominion we 

find a branch of that family, that 
was rene, with the friendſhip 
and love of Fin, recriminating on 


* Epiſt, ad Atticum, XII. 13. 


the abſence, and chitivg! the Arden 
ſibility) | of ; ever preſent, and ever 
active goodneſs. Lord, if thou 
hadſt been here, my brother 
had not died!” There is paſſion, 
as well as affection, in that ſay- 
ing of the diſciple to: Jeſus, let 
us alſo. go. that we may die with 
© him, We have the ſame wiſh ex- 
prefled by another, no leſs memo- 
rable for his exquiſite ſenſibilities, 
than for his literary accompliſh- 


| . nt We always journied to- 
I « gether: why did he not take me 
« with him in the laſt journey he 
was ever to make!“ The finer 
feelings of more ingenuous minds 
make them covet to go to da who 
” 2 return to them. 
$60 Sting rig nile re 
5144 x 7 : | But 
© Petrarch, | 
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But it FO A union with them in 
life, not a union in death, that in 


our better frames, and our more 


compoſed hours, we fhall ſeek: and 
ſuch an union we! have in proſpect 
and promiſe. Death is a thing 


© of time only: and when we ariſe 


fein his temporary dominion, we 


ariſe to fall under it no more: the 
heits of the grace of life, hall 
reign in life together: congratu- 


9 
982 


lating themſelves, and one another, 
upon their perfect and happy ſtate, 
which they ſhall knew to be eternal! 
Theſe things ſaith he that is ho 
he that is true, he that hath 


Vw 
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keys of death, and all power given 


him in heaven, and in earth! They 
that ſhall be ecunted worthy" 4d 
obtain that world, and the reſur- 


5 reckion from the dead, die no 


8 more for they are equal to the 


wp . 2 
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angels ; ; and are the children of 
© God, being the children of the 


s — 


men die no more, deſerves ſuch a 
note of diſtinction and Preference, 
as Chriſt here gives it: that 
£ world! and the reſurrection from 
the dead! The hope of righte- 
ous men in earlier ages, and under 
darker diſpenſations; to which pro- 
miſe hoping to come, they inſtantly 
ſeryed God day and night. Theſe 
are the objects. of our faith, and of 
| the Redeemer's promiſe: and ob- 
ſerve, who they are that ſhall obtain 
them: they that ſhall be counted. 
As worthy! A world of incorruptible 
life, and of unexceptionable bleſſed- 
neſs, cannot be the portion of all. 
It ſhall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared of my Fa- 


s t ther: and dien, are all they. that 
; are 


lone ? 5 


reſurrection ” A world where 


: 1. 66 1 : 
are prepared for it by the ſublimé 
and renovating influence- of Chrifſ- 
tianity. The dead in Chriſt, ſhall 
riſe to this perfect and immortaF 
ſtate. 2 glory, ſtrength, 
and ſpirituality, are the qualities of 
the bodies with which they _ 
arife ; and everlaſting. health, 
 gour, and proſperity, are the Wer 
perties of that celeſtial ſtate to- 
which they ſhall ariſe. The inha- 
ditant {Hall ' not ſay,” 1 am ſick; 
for the people of that land ſhall 
be forgiven their iniquity; and the 
tree of Jife ſhall be there, whoſe 
leaves are for the gonna wah na- 
Ae Fan. t 
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upo n our ears: let a Wet ig of i 
their fulfilment, be the ſtrength '6f 
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our heart, and the health of our 
countenance; and to our faith and 
hope, let us join the moſt joyful 
anticipation. As one that longs for 

the riſing ſun looks often to the 

eaſt, and watches for the morning; 

or as he that expects a ſhip, with 

a valuable treaſure, or an invaluable 


friend, looks, to the mouth of the 


harbour, or ſtretches his eyes to the 
| brim of the horizon; ſo let us be 
looking for, and haſtening unto the. 
coming of this day of God! count- 
ing all things but loſs if we may but 
win Chriſt, and attain unto the re- 
ſurrection of the dead: giving thanks 
unto the Father, who hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the ſaints in light; and 
bearing all temptations, loſſes, and 
— 4 the 3 Joy that is ſet before 
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If this be our character and ftate, 

it will be our advantage and bleſ- 

ſing, that we have been born into 
the world, imperfect as it is; though 
we live in it with anxiety; ſhare 
its tribulations z and go out of it, 

by what we reckon, the terrible 
gate of death. 
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MISS JENNY: SHANK, 
o rn 23, 3785, 

AGED TWENTY-ONE YEARS, | 
Quis defiderio fit pudor ant modus 


Tam cari capitis ? | — 
Multis illa bonis flebilis occidir? 


Miſeros, patrem, Acta in luQu reliquit. 
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1 SAIAH lav. 6 
And we cal < fe a a d. 1 
T HE. itil leaf does 20 ilts 

ſeaſon every where preſent i it= 
ſelf to our eyes: and in the event 
which has occaſioned my now ta- 
ing it for a ſubject of diſcourſe, we. 
have ſeen this image of the brevity. 
and frailty « of life, exemplified, in an 


: inſtance that pains and afflicts our 
hearts. 5 


4 
8 * 8 % 1 of 1 AE + 
1 1 * ; bs. 
72.3 ; [3 1 4 


The warabithy of the world, "this? 

ſhortneſs of life, and the paſſing 
away of one generation that another 

may come, are intereſting themes; 
and the living have always laid them 

| x 1 


8 1 
to heart. The ſtate and end of one 
man, or of one generation of men, 

is the ſtate and end of all men; and 
we are naturally and neceſſarily af- 
fected with thoſe changes, which 
happen to others, and will happen 
to ourſelves. Accordingly, our un- 
ſubſtantial exiſtence, has in all ages 
been feelingly and pathetically re- 
preſented: conveyed in ſolemn and 
_ awakening language, and illuſtrated 
by inſtructive, appoſite, compari- 
ſons. pon this head, the poet 
ſings, and tne prophet and moraliſt 
preach : in their different, modes, 
their leſſons are the ſame : and the 
- ſame the ſimilitudes by which they 
remind us that we have no ſtable 
or permanent exiſtence in this 
world. 
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The ſimilitude of the periſhing : 


leaf has been adopted by 11 e. 


veral teach ers. 


At a much earlier day than that 
of Iſaiah, it was uſed by the prince 
of Grecian poetry; and has ſhared 


the admiration and encomium of 


his incomparable genius and. im- 
mortal work “. The inſpired pro- 


G 8 phet 


* Hom. II. VI. 146. 9. and XXI. 464. 6. 


Like leaves on trees the race of man is found, 
Now green in youth, now with'ring on the ground, 
Another race the following ſpring ſupplies, 

They fall ſacceſlive, and ſucceſſive riſe ; 
So generations in their courſe decay, 

So flouriſh theſe, when thoſe are paſt away. 
| , Porn's TEANSLAT. VI. 181, e: 


For what 3 is man ? calamitous by CB 

They owe their life and nouriſhment to earth; 
Like yearly leaves, that now, with beauty crown'd, 
Smile on the ſun ; now wither on the ground. 


XXI. 537» &c. 


[74 ] 


phet uſes the ſame image under 
the direction of the Divine Spirit, 
which human invention and i imagi- 


nation had ſuggeſted to the Pagan 


poet: and after him, we find it 

again, in one of thoſe elevated, if 
not inſpired men, to whom the 
een books are attributed: 


e the green leaves on a 
c * thick tree, ſome fall and ſome 
grow, ſo is the generations of fleſh 

and blood; one cometh to an end, 
- and ener is born. 
The FELL is the de 
glory of God; and it is a ſchool of 

inſtruction to man. Its changing 
appearances make it a ſignificant 
emblem of its inhabitants; and, 
imagination 


+ Feclus XIV. 17. 


1 
imagination and piety, unite in ap- 
plying them to the tranſitory lives, 
and quick ſucceſſions of unabiding 
mortals. While we make the ap- 
plication, may we reap the improve- 
ment which it is adapted to aﬀforar: 


Ei 
R ++ Þ 


FN We to all fade as a leaf? 


Man being i in honour continued | 
not! his firſt fading was in Eden: 
the crown fell from his head becauſe 
he ſinned. Then his excellency was 
debaſed ; and a fhade caſt upon his 
glory. E hen was that change made 
in his ſtate, who is the father of us 
all, which comprehended every de- 
grading, and painful change, which 
his remoteſt offspting experience. 
He was ſadly ſenſible of the change; 
and ſunk and fallen in his own eyes, 
1 he ede to hide himſelf from the 
4 : 0 a: eyes 


( 76 ] 
eyes of God, amongſt. the trees of 
the garden! 


Who can AG a "a te out 
of an unclean? Where are the in- 
dividuals, that can excel and ſhine, 
beyond the limited perfection of 
their ſtock and race? Whatever ex- 
cellencies belong to us, we are lower 

than the Creator firſt ſet us. What- 

ever the world is to us, more than 
to others, it is only the ruins of a 
paradiſaical one; and all our endea- 

vours for permanent, eſtabliſhed, 
honour and happineſs, are made 
under that. ſolemn denunciation of 
the Moft High God, that man 
+ ſhall eat his bread in the ſweat of 
his brow, and with many a pang 
in his heart, till he returns to 
the ground out of which he was 
taken.“ This is a denunciation, 
lich 
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* © 
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ts 

which all men feel the. reality and. 
weight of. No ſituations, however 
diſtinguiſhed and exalted, ſet us 
above its power: cares flie about 
- gilded roofs ; pains and fears find 
their way into palaces, as well as: 
enter the poor man's humble door; 
and all bow their heads to death. 
Man is now a fading | creature 
vanity in his | beſt eſtate; and in 
every combination that he forms, 
for extending, eſtabliſhing, .or per- 

petuating his fame, or his felicitx. 


Communities fade. 

In this world there are no con- 
tinuing cities: no everlaſting habi- 
tations: no kingdoms that cannot 
be moved. Some are buried in 
© fiery vaults, and are to be raked 
out of their own aſhes.“ Others 
11 9 are 


71 1 

are ſacked and demoliſhed by the 
deſtructive hand of war; and their 
ſplendour does not ſo properly fade, 
as vaniſh. Time 1s continually do- 
ing ſomething towards the breaking 
up of monarchies and kingdoms; 
and in its flow, but certain ſtep, 


is bringing on the deſolation of 


_ thoſe dwellings, whoſe foundation 
is in the duſt : and the judgements 
of God upon the iniquities and ty- 
rannies of men, do often accelerate 
that deſtruction, which time more 
gradually introduces ; and, like the 
daughter of Babylon, they are called 
to come down and fit in the duſt! 
In fulfilment of the lofty oracles of 
prophecy, which both makes the 
things that are not, as though they 
were, and brings to nought the 
things that are, briars come up in 
the room of palaces, and nettles 
5 : m8 
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and brambles in the room of for- 
treſſes and towers. The thrones of 
the Eaſt are caſt down: where do- 
minion, for abſoluteneſs, extent, 
and magnificence, looked more than 
human. Sovereigns faid they were 
gods, and all of them children of 
the Moſt High ! There empire fixed 
her ſeat with uncontroulable ſway, 
and almoſt incredible glory, ſpread- 
ing admiration and fear, from the 
rifing of the ſun to the going down 
of the ſame: but now, behold a 
land of trathck, a company of mer- 
chants from afar} Babylon is fallen, 
is fallen! addreſſed by God him- 
ſelf under the illuſtrious title of 
Lucifer, ſon of the morning ? 
The anointed covering cherub, 
has loſt the ſtrength, and influence 
of his wing; the flying fiery ſex- 
. has ceaſed to wound, and 
torment; 


„ 
torment; and Rome has hardly a 
feather left of the proud and præda- 
_ tory eagle, which it repreſented it- 

ſelf by! All the trees of the field 
_ ©: ſhall know, that I, the Lord, bring 
© down 'the high tree, and exalt the 
© low tree to. flouriſh.” Continu— 
ance is wanting; as a mighty Ge- 
neral ſaid to a flatterer, in the midſt 
of a ſolemn triumph. The glories 
of the earth, ſaid an antient mo- 
raliſt, are in perpetual flow, like the 
courſe of a river: the ſame thing, 
which Paul's words do more elegantly 
expreſs: ©T he faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away.“ Empires and king- 
doms, have conſtantly been ſtriking 
againſt one another; later ones raiſ- 
ing themſelves out of the ruins of the 
former: and after having ſwallowed 
up each other, are all in their turn 
ſwallowed up of all- devouring time: 
| their 
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„ 
their ruins are made the decorations 
of our houſes; and the inveſtiga- 
tion of them, is the employment 
and amuſement of the curious and 
the learned. Of old haſt thou laid 
the foundations of the earth; and 
the heavens are the work of thine 
© hands : they ſhall periſh, but thou 
' ſhalt endure ; yea all of them ſhall 
wax old like a garment : as a veſ- 
ture ſhalt thou change them, and 
they ſhall be changed. And when 
ſplendid cities and mighty king- 


R ' a -— 
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doms formed for long duration, 


come in this manner to deſtruction 
and ruin, and we cannot even af- 
certain the ſpots they ſtood upon; 
| ſhall ſuch a ſhort lived creature as 
man, either wonder or complain, 
that his luſtre is tarniſhed, or his 
exiſtence deſtroyed ? 18 15 


The 


L 8: ] 
The fading of communities pre- 


Pares us for the fading of indivi- 
ne 7 80 


We will nder it with FIR 
to the admired qualities of the body: 
the more valuable powers, and fa- 
culties of the mind: and the ad- 
—_ of outward eſtate and con- 
— ow. 


» Fore and Frovr engage the eye, 
Nr. command the attention # we ſee 
the aſcendency and prevalency they 

bave among men; and the Bible it- 
ſelf yields them their dus honours. 
Though Beauty is not made an idol, 
it paſſeth not without its tribute. 
Rachael and Abigail, Bathſheba, 
Eſther, and the daughters of Job, 
are all of them tranſmitted down to 
poſterity with this encomium. The 
ent 1 | infant 


Li 1 

infant "TE of Moſes is noticed 
by the evangelical hiſtorian, when 
he had been dead for ages : and be- 
fore the other endowments of that 
choſen youth, who was to be king 

of Iſrael, we read, that he was 
* ruddy, and of a beautiful coun- 
* tenance, and goodly to look upon.“ 


On BxayTy, Time. firſt induces | 
his changes; and ſtamps his diſad- 
vantageous impreſſions : kills the 

roſes and lilies that ſurpaſſed the 
garden, in their ſweetneſs and their 
charms: and by his influence, with- 
out any rebuke, makes it to con- 
ſume away, like as it were a moth 
fretting a garment: verily, ſays David, 
every man is altogether vanity !. 


STRENGTH, if not waſted by 
ſickneſs is enfeebled by age. Job 
| | a 


( 8 T. 
aſks, is my ſtrength the 580 of 
ſtones, or is my fleſh braſs? We 
know 1t is much otherwiſe. Pain 
and ſickneſs debilitate and weaken; 
unbrace the nerves, and conſume 
the vigour of the fleſh. Age per- 
petuates the decay that ſickneſs oc- 
caſionally introduces, and creates a 
weight that cauſes the keepers of 
the houſe to tremble ; and the ſtrong 
men to bow themſelves. The ad- 
vance of life is little noticed; one 
< year 1s ſo like another, that we 
© miſtake it for the ſame: but 
the effects of time are real, and will 
be manifeſt. Like Sampſon, a man 
promiſes himſelf, that he will go 
forth, and ſhake himſelf, as at other 
times: but upon trial, finds his 
ſtrength to be departed. Thou 
- © ſhalt go no more out to battle, leſt 
8 thou quench the light of Iſrael.“ 

. | 1 i Theſe 


) 

IE 
Theſe failures are difcerned by others, 
before we diſcern them, or are wil- 
ling to acknowledge them ourſelves; 
and though, as in this inſtance, 
conveyed with tendereſt affection, 
are accompanied with mortifying re- 
flections. 


INTELLIGENCE and KNOWLEDGE, 
are the glory of the ſoul, and the 
image of God, ſhining upon his 
creature man. Wiſdom excelleth 
folly, as much as light excelleth 
darkneſs. But ſuperior genius, bright 
parts, and refined taſte, have their 
eclipſe, their decline, and their utter 
decay. Wiſe men change, as well 
as the fool and the brutiſh perſon : 

and their finer thoughts, which muſt 
periſh with them, are often unable 
to preſerve the entertainment and 
eſtabliſnment of their ſpirits for the 

= N 


TT 1 | 
preſent. The changes and failures 
of the cultivated and the learned, 
are amongſt the moſt painful and 
| humiliating objects, that the world 
exhibits. The mind that has been 
- enriched and adorned with all the 
treaſures of knowledge and ſcience, 
ſhall be unable to pleaſe, or even to 
ſupport itſelf; or to ſhine before 
others, in any part of the luſtre that 
once belonged to it! Let not the 
wiſe man glory in his wiſdom |! 


It is with the deſireable and ac- 
knowledged excellencies of the ſpirit, 
as with the furniture of the brain. 


The reſolution and fortitude that 
could face the world, are ſucceeded 
by heſitancy and timidity: the ardor 
of mind, that uſed to excite to dif- 
ficult and painful enterprizes, gives 

way 


E 1 
way to inactivity and indolence: 
and the very graſshopper is a bur- 
then, where in the way of virtuous 
exertion for themſelves, or of uſe- 
fulneſs to others, men could for- 
3 have met, and conquered every 
labour and danger. 


Ass man goeth to his long home, 
deſire faileth. The brighteſt things 
loſe their luſtre, and the daintieſt 
things their ſweetneſs. © Can I any 


more tell what J eat, or what I 
* drink? Can I hear the voice of 


* ſinging men, or ſmging women? 


let me alone that I may dwell in 
my own land, and be buried in 
© the ſepulchre of my fathers! How 


many are the inſtances, in whieh 
men become indifferent to favourite 


objects, employments, purſuits, and 


— Pleaſures: : and in which the fruits 
H 2: of 
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of the earth, the influences of the 
heaven, the ſucceſſion and beauty of 
the ſeaſons, diminiſh in their wonted 
power of delighting them! 


The weakneſs and vanity of child- 
hood, the inſtability and unſettled- 
neſs of youth, and the infirmities 
and decays of age, fake up the moſt 
conſiderable portion of our lives. 
How ſmall a part of our exiſtence is 
it, that we can call bloom, and 
prime! Our memorial is the moſt of 
us! This ſhould be a powerful in- 
citement to virtuous deeds ; that 
our memory may be a bleſſed one; 
and that we may carry the trueſt 
and beſt honours of man, beyond 

the ſcanty bounds of this Wort and 

declining life. 


In; 


© 4 
In being compared to the fading 
leaf, we are reminded, how the ſe- 
veral generations of men look alike : 
how really limited the duration of 
each is; and, how certainly : all ſhall 
710 meh 


8o flouriſhed they that were before 
us. The ſpring and ſummer of their 
lives conſiſted in ſimilar advantages: 
and they were gay, graceful, and 
lovely in the ſame charms of youth, 
health, comelineſs, ſprightlineſs, and 
1 with the pride and flower 

of the preſent e | 


But is there not an appointed 
time to man upon earth, and a 
bound ſet, which he cannot paſs? 
We have a meaſured exiſtence, and 


ean. accompliſh no more than our 
hang on | N | 11 e 


1 

We ſhall fade and * as others 
have done; and, like ſome parts of 
the leafy creation, we ſhould ſeek to 
have a beauty even in our fading; 
as we ſhall have, if age and death 
find us in the way of righteouſneſs, 
We may preſerve a venerable and 
engaging appearance, even in the 


laſt ſtages of our pilgrimage; and 
- ſhall have it, if we are grown old 


in goodneſs; and are laden, at the 
_ ſame time, with the infirmities of 
| age, and the. fruits of holineſs. 


We fade allo, as to. outward . | 


and condition. 


; Riches are not for ever, nor the 
Mane to all generations. I paſſed 
by, and lo! he was not. We are 
often obliged to make this reflection 
upon thoſe Who have been in ſitu- 

ations 


K 
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ations of reſpeCtableneſs and conſe- 
quence. Where there is no diſplea- 
ſure of God to break up founda- 
tions, they give way from other 
cauſes. At one part of their lives, 
men are full of ſubſtance; they ſit 

at plentiful tables.; they are clothed- 
with honours ; and are ſurrounded, 
flattered, and courted by dependents. 
and friends. Their wealth is a 
ſtrong tower to them; a cover from 
danger, and a ſhelter from annoy- 
ance. Like Jonah, they rejoice ex- 
ceedingly becauſe of the gourd, which 
affords them refreſhment and de- 
fence ;. when ſuddenly, ſome worm 
at the root cauſes it to wither; and 
it ſeems to have come up in a night, 
and periſhed in a night. As the 
5 N is no ſooner ariſen with a burn- 
ing heat, than it withereth the 
«gs and the flower thereof fall- 
0 7 eth 


= . 
eth, and the grace of the faſhion 
© of it periſheth, ſo alſo ſhall the 
© rich man fade away in his ways.” 
The changes and decays of indi- 
viduals and families, the unſucceſs- 

fulneſs of commendable undertak- 
ings, the diſappointment of ration- 
al, and virtuous hopes, manifeſt our 
unſtable- condition in this world: 
Happy are they, who can ſuſtain 
unwelcome and affliftive changes, 
with ſubmiſſion to God, and im- 
provement to their own virtues; 


Happy he, who inſtead of bleſſing 


his own ſoul, and being praiſed of 
others, as doing well for himſelf, 
for his ſucceſsful acquiſition of opu- 
lence and grandeur, in the various 
articles that abundantly furniſh them 
out, is put upon ſeeking. the true 
riches; more laſting, as well as more 
valuable poſſeflions, © Their inward 
1 * thought 


c W 
6 + thought 3 is that their houſes ſhall 


continue for ever, and their dwell- 
I ing places to all generations: but 


as when a man dieth, he can carry 


nothing away, and his glory cannot 
deſcend after him; ſo it in many 
caſes departs before him; and leaves 
him to bewail his infelicity, in hav- 

ing thought himſelf adorned and. 
magnified by it. | 


Davip was the man raiſed up on 
high : the anointed of the God: of 
Jacob; and the ſweet pſulmiſt of If 
rael; and, agreeably to this deſerip - 
tion, he had all that human exalta- 
tion, divine preference and favour, 
and the reſources of a devotional 
and poetical mind could yield him, 
for mental pleaſure, and worldly 


eminence. and honour, He had the 
- deten endowments of beauty and 
ſtrength z 


. 08 3 

ſtrength; the deſireable acquiſiti- 
ons of wealth, applauſe, and power ; 
and the entertainment of genius, 
ſucceſsfully and happily employed, 

on the works of creation, and the 
glorious attributes of Deity : and he 

had alliances and friendſhips to 
complete and crown all. But hear 
the report of one thus diſtinguiſhed 
by heaven and earth, I have ſeen 
* an end of all perfection!!! 


© T have found David my ſervant; 
with my holy oil have I anointed 
© him: with him my hand ſhall be 
© eſtabliſhed; mine arm alſo ſhall 
# NY him ii ee 


The oreſeics arid Wer of Deity, 
muſt be underſtood, in agreement 
with the imperfections and miſeries 
of the world; and behold the ex- 


perimental 


Fe 1 


perimental conviction that this man 


had of its fading glories, notwith- 


| ſtanding his divine deſignation to 


royalty; and the promiſed protec- 
tion and concurrence of heaven. 


He lived to find ſtrength decline, 
and comelineſs depart : and to be- 
wall altering diſeaſes, and debilitat- 


ing time. He lived to have a crown 
oppreſs and torment him: to ſee it 


_ excite envy abroad; and rebellion: 
at home: to experience the ineffi- 
cacy of wealth, and the fugitive na- 
ture of popular fame; to have 
friends, perfidious and injurious; 
and children filling his houſe with 


diſorders and tragedies ; to meet ſea- 


ſons, too ſorrowful for the gayeſt 
notes to divert, and occurrences, 
too grievous for the moſt ſolemn. 


and 


5 
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and wou ones ſuitably to la- 
ment! 


© And now,' fays he, © what wait 
41 for?” what have I farther to ex- 
pect, or what to enjoy from that 
avhich I already poſſeſs? * Surely 
every man walketh in a vain 
" thew! 


When he walks in ſtate, he 
walks but in ſhew: and his great 
Nate is but great fancy*. All ex- 
cellencies are fancied ones, but thoſe 
which religion adorns with. When 
awe walk in uprightneſs, we walk 
in glory that is real; in the higheſt 

; x di 1 


Hun Gailzoins, applied to the great pomp, 
with which Agrippa and Bernice entered into 
the place of hearing. Acts xxv. 23. 


97. 


dignity of man, and in a ſacred, 


ſimilitude and repreſentation of God: 
himſelf. 


In the example here adduced, we 
ſee the experience of man, eſtabliſh. 
the teſtimony of God. © We do all 
* fade as a leaf,” 1, 


Let us be aware of the fading na- 


ture of this world, and of the moſt. 
brilliant and deſired objects in it. 


We have much to faſten a ſenſe 
of it upon our minds. We ſee, in 
the loſs that we this day lament, 
that our delights may fall, without 
fading; and be cut down in their 
greenneſs; with all their budding, 
or bluſhing ornaments about them ! 

Ihe precious Sons of Zion, com 
| * parable to fine gold, how are they 
_ L © eſteemed 


TR. 
eſteemed as broken veſſels, the 
work of the hands of the potter! 
Daughters, like corner ſtones, po- 
liſhed after the ſimilitude of a pa- 
Jace, are poliſhed only for the 
tomb! The ſparkling eye, is dim in 
death! The lips, that moved ob- 
ſequious to the law of kindneſs, 
forget the grace that dwelt upon 
them! The voice of them that re- 
joiced, ceaſeth! And the daughters 


„ 


of muſic are brought low! God 


blows with his wind, and ſcatters us. 
Beſides the conſumption, or fever, 
that have their ſpecial' commiſſion, 
and their individual objects, there 
are the epidemic diſeaſes, that ſhake 
down the leaves together, as figs 
fall from a fig-tree, when it 1s 
ſhaken with a mighty wind. Are 
theſe the days in which you are pre- 

ſerved of God; 1 Is his ſecret” upon 
| your 
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your tabernacle, and your children 
about you? Let your moderation 
be known unto all men! View in- 
fant innocence, and virgin beauty, 
at once with complacency and fear: 
and in obedience to that bleſſed book, 
whoſe dictates are the moſt faithful 
ku of our comfort, Rejoice 

with trembling! : 


With a mindfulneſs of our fading 
condition in this world, let us ſub- 
1 to * 85 


Does God take away the deſire _— 
our eyes with a'ſtroke, let us leam 
the ſentiment and language of that 
Propoſed pattern of patience, * fhall 
we receive good at the hands of 
< the Lord, and ſhall we not receive 
_©evilialſo?” There will be evil, as 
_ welbas good, in the life of man; 
3 4 d there is good, as well as evil, in 
bn 1 „ every 
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every affliction. All the evil that 
there is in afflictions, we ſhall cer- 
tainly make our own : our exceſſive 
attachments, affections, and paſ- 
ſions will take care of that, Let us 
then, in juſtice to ourſelves, as wel! 
as in conformity to the merciful de- 
ſign of God, who chaſtens us for 
our profit, ſee to it, that under the 
ducture of a wiſe and enlightened 
ſpirit, we alſo ſecure the good that 
is in them; or may be derived from 
them: which can be done, only by 


our preſerving a 2 1 7h _ ſub- 
miſſive frame 1 5580 


A n ſubmiſſive temper, 
under ſuch mournful events, as that 
to which this diſcourſe has a refer- 
ence, is, I am ſenſible, the hardeſt 
duty we can be brought to e 
rf, We find: our _ bound up * _ 
6 e 
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© Jad's life; and turn back at the 
gloom of our preſent condition and 
proſpects, to the happier months, 
when God's candle ſhone upon our 
head, and when by his light we 
walked through darkneſs. In theſe 
caſes, we muſt have recourſe to 
time and oblivion, which, in other 
reſpects, we account our greateſt 
enemies, for the aſſuagement of our 
ſorrows: and certainly we ſhould 
endeavour to bring it to paſs, that 
as time in its courſes, kills our com- 
_ forts, it ſhould, in its protracted 
periods; diminiſh our griefs. But 
in ſuch afflictions as that which 
we have now particularly in our 

thoughts, there are other methods 
and helps, for attaining to a ſub- 
miſſive, and reconciled mind; and 
er Principles VO which to 
5 "ſis 40 eſtabliſh 


I 
eſtabliſh 3 it. Let the oi g thing 
wy e een, j Ja 


The fakes of our confirm 18 
the act and hand of God. Iam 
the Lord, „ and there is none elſe! 
1 form the light, and create dark- 
* neſs; I make peace, and create 
© evil; I, the Lord, do all theſe 
8 things ! He who does all things, 
with ſovereign authority, and trueſt 
goodneſs, and with moſt compre- 
henſive views, does that which we 
moſt complain of. Job felt the 
force of this conſideration, and en- 
joyed the ſatisfaction that ſprings 
from the belief of it. I know 
that trouble doth» not riſe out of 
the ground: it comes not from 
the earth, but from heaven; and it 
lifts prepared ſouls thither; and is 


the finiſhing of their ſorrows, i in that 
| iſſue 


E 
iſſue of it, in which it becomes the 
increaſe and ann of « ours. 


1 farther, ho our 
jor fade, they do not die. 


-* Said I not unto thee, that if thou 
© wouldeft believe, thou ſhouldeſt_ 
© ſee the glory of God? Jeſus | 
ſaid this in a mourning family; and 
he immediately ſhewed the glory of 
God, in the raiſing a deceaſed mem- 
ber of it. There is a day, which 
will certainly come, when the ſame 
kind of glory ſhall more abundantly, 
and wonderfully be manifeſted. The 
reſurrection of Lazarus, was the re- 
ſurrection of one only; who came 
out of the grave, as he went into 
it; and who was to go into it again, 
in like manner. Much people of 
5 the Jews came to tee him that was 
: Bri — | | raiſed: 
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raiſed: and he was certainly an ob- 
ject for curioſity and piety, to gra- 
tify themſelves with! But, I think 
of the day, when the great multi- 
tude, that no man can number, 
hall ariſe and come forth: not 
bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes, but with every circumſtance 

and token of enlargement and tri- 
umph: the place where they once 
lay, being left by them for ever ! 
The joyful ſurprize of the afflicted 
church, at her unlooked for deliver- 
ance and increaſe, ſhall be the joy, 
and ſurprize of good perſons, and 
good parents, at the general releaſe 
from death, and the happy meeting 
again, with what is now loſt, in 
the world of eternal life. Who 
_ © hath begotten me theſe, ſeeing 1 
have loſt my children, and am de- 
2 ene Behold, I was left alone; 
and 


(wy 
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© As I live, ſaith the Lord, thou 
ſhalt” furely clothe thee with them 
all, as with an ornament, and 
10 Bind them on thee as a bride 
© doth !' Fathers ſhall not hope 
© in vain, nor mothers bring forth 


Ky 


® 


for trouble; for they are the 
© bleſſed of the Lord, and their off- 
_ © ſpring with them.“ When the 
* Son of Man ſhall fit upon the 


* throne of his glory, a throne, for 


its radiance, made up of ten thou- 
ſand ſuns, but he himſelf infinitely 
outſhining them all, then every 


one that has loſt brethren, or 
© ſiſters, or father, or mother, or 


wife, or children, in the ſpirit, 


and with the improvements, and 
* hopes of religion; ſhall receive an 
hundred fold, and inherit everlaſt- 


ing life,” Paul and his companion 


2919) confirmed 


and theſe, where have they been? 
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confirmed the ſouls of the diſciples, 
teaching them, that through much 
tribulation we enter into the king- 
dom of God. And what can pro- 
_ duce confirmation and eſtabliſhment 
ſo much, as the proſpect of that 
kingdom? What ſhould we not be 
willing to ſuffer, that we may be 
counted worthy of it? What previ- 
ous changes would we not undergo, | 
ee fo its coming? 


When, the Romans en their 
conqueſts into Aſia, they came to 

that city, whoſe overthrow is the 
ſubject of antient ſong: from whoſe 
deſolations Aneas, the founder of 
their own empire, eſcaped; and who, | 
after his manifold miſeries through 
earth and ſea, formed in Italy that 
ſtate, which through a conſtant ac- 
ceſſion 1 Arength and magnifi- 
5 11100 Cceence, 
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| cence, they then gloried to be the 


miſtreſs of the world. The event 
is wrought up by the hiſtorian, in 
the moſt beautiful and intereſting” 
manner. It was the joy of parents 


© and children after a long abſence. | 


The Romans had an unſatisfied 
© defire of ſeeing the country, 
t temples, gods, and images of the 


$ progenitors, whom in remoteſt an- 


_ © tiquity, they ſprang from: and 
* the Trojans were tranſported, that 
. people deſcended from the ſame 
common origin, now laid claim to 
Aſia, as their anceſtors kingdom; 
Africa. and the weſtern world, 
© being already ſubdued by them: 
and ſaid, Troy was happily ruined, 
when Rome roſe out of its aſhes . 
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Las Juſtin, xxxi. 8. Dices, ruinam 1 Thom... 
fuiſſe optabilem, ut renaſceretur tam feliciter | 
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ach a reflection we hat make, E 
when we ſee the perfect, glorious, 
and immortal ſtate, that ſhall eſta- 
bliſh itſelf upon the ruins of this! 
When we ſee the new, heavens, and 
the new earth, we ſhall be glad. that 
the firſt are paſſed away; though 
all that we had in it, paſſed away 
with it and before it! We ſhall be 
glad, that the world has been over- 
turned, and the dear connections, 
: and alliances of it diſſolved, when 
it was in ſubſerviency to their being 
renewed in a perfect ſtate, and for 
an everlaſting continuance! This“ Is 
that meeting. again, that ſhall 5 
tainly take place, when a few more 


years are come. Our drt 
though faded, are not killed. 


Still more to promote that ſub- 
miſſion, v ane 18 eh our duty and 


ODE 


our relief, let us think of the happy. 
and honourable circumſtances, with 
which the fading of our enjoyments, 
and the termination of our hopes, 
for this world, may haue hoop at- 


| tended. 


Isit nothing to have been the pa- 
rents of wiſe and virtuous children, 
who were never known, and will 
never be remembered otherwiſe, than 
as intelligent, and amiable, and ex- 
cellent? Who have left no veſtiges 
of wrong conduct behind them, 
but on the contrary, every thing 
that beſpeaks a wiſe and culti- 
vated, à pure and a liberal mind? 
that good name, that is better than 


precious ointment, and that makes 
the day of death, better than the 
day of one's birth? I would not 
change my dead ſon, ſaid a cer- 


* 


tain 
— 
— 
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tain nobleman *, for the beſt nr 
ing fon in Europe! When we 
think how much we have loſt, let 
us alſo think of it with thankful. 
neſs, that in one perſon we had ſo 
much to loſe. In the preſent in- 
ſtance we have this ae anc in 

all its fulneſs: lamenting one, who 
with all that the love, and the ſub- 
ſtance of parents could do, to confer 
amiableneſs, and ornament, had alſo 
that which no affection or wealth of 
parents can procure; a ſweet and 
benignant diſpoſition ; a ſerious and 
devotional ſpirit ; the chaſteſt and 
moſt engaging manners of demean- 
our and converſe: ornaments, which 
in the ſight of , as well as N 
are of _ price! 


| Finally | 


* The Duke of 7 its concerning his 
fon Ofoory. Porz's LETTERS, CY 
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Finally, in order to a calm and 
placid reſignation and ſubmiſſion to 
God, in the fading of our moſt 
darling delights, let us remember 
the ſhortneſs of our own lives. 


Be under the enſlaving, and tor- 
menting influence of nothing that 
is temporal, on account of the ap- 
proach. of thoſe ſcenes and objects 
which are eternal. All painful i im- 
preſſions ſhould die, or at leaſt di- 
miniſh in our hearts, as we come 
nearer to that world, where there 
ſhall be no more pain. Time is 
ſhort, between the fading of our 
joys, and their reviviſcence. When 
© I meet with the grief of RA” 
© on a tomb-ſtone,” ſays the incom- 
parable writer I mentioned before, ; 
my heart melts with compaſſion : | 
when I ſee the tombs of parents 
| K 2 themſelves 
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themſelves, I conſider the vanity 
* of grieving for thoſe whom we 
© muſt quickly follow: when I read 
the ſeveral dates of the tambs, of 
« ſome that died yeſterday, and ſome 

8 ſix hundred years ago, I conſider 
that great day, when we ſhall all 
of us be contemporaries, and make 


| © our appearance together. If that 


: congreſs be happy to all, we ſhall 
forget the ſorrows of our preſent ſe- 
Pe as waters Tint fr rhach 


With a due apprehenſion of the 
fading nature of all our enjoyments 
in this world, and with ſabmiffion 
to the will of God, and the conſti- 
tution of his ge in Weir 8 
f 19 or loſs, 


Let us prepare er our on en fading 
175 1. 
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It i is ſure, and near : in our efforts 
to prevent it, we ſtruggle with time 


and nature; and therefore can never 
be ſucceſsful; and in forgetting it, 


we are betrayed into manifold im- 


proprieties; and a violation of all 
that is ſuitable and comely. Age 
affects the levities of youth, and 
ſeeks to walk the enchanted rounds 
of pleaſure, when thoſe days come, 
and years draw nigh, of which one 
of ampleſt experience, has declared, 
that there is no pleaſure in them: 
and thoſe worldly appetitions and 
deſires, which the progreſs of time, 
and the decreaſing value of the world, 
ſhould cool, continue in all their 
fervour and W 71 


Let us flouriſn before we fade. 


* This 
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This is what ſome never do. They 
have no flower in their life; no vi- 
gour in their faculties ; no influence 
or uſefulneſs in their ſtation. They 
ſpend their time, and if they could, 
they would ſpend an eternity, in 


the ſervice of their divers luſts, and 


divers pleaſures ; and are only ſorry 
_ that age and death are coming to 
check them in this their diſpoſition 
and deſire. Their youth is inſigni- 
| ficancy, diffi ipation, and inſipidity; 
and their age is no better than their 
youth: and when their frivolous 
lives end, they end without hope 
to themſelves, and without concern 
to others; z and nothing but that 
future judgment, which they moſt 
dread, but muſt appear in, makes 
either their lives or deaths, of any 
importance. The harveſt is paſt, 


A the ſummer is ended, and they are 
\ not 


Fat 
not ſaved!” start at the vanity, 
deluſion, and unprofitableneſs, that, 
the lives of ſenſualiſts and libertines. 
are made up of; and, like the tree 


that bringing forth its fruit in its 
ſeaſon, be ambitious of exhibiting 
thoſe virtuous qualities, which the 
ſeveral periods of human life, yield 
ſpecial opportunity for, and 1 moſt 
happily adorned by: then your 
leaf ſhall not wither ; and what - | 
© ſoever you do, it ſhall proſper ! 
This! 18 the righteous man's privilege 
and promiſe: and the promiſe ſhall 
be fulfilled, and the felicity enjoyed, 


though the world paſſeth away, and 


the luſts of it. He that doth the 
will of God abideth for ever. In- 
telligence, love, and devotion, fade 
and die not: they paſs from this 


world into another; and will con- 


tinue to nify and adorn us there. 
| © * 
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They a1 are found in heaven, and are 


the things in "witch ſpirits and an- 
b one ſhine, N 


276k chat poſſeſs all other attrac- 
tions, add theſe: they will mingle 
kindly with them, and will unſpeak- 
ably improve them: and you will, 
at once, walk worthy of the Lord, 
and unto all well-pleaſing. There 
are no advantages of form and aſ- 
pect, that may not be heightened by 
the indwelling of a calm, benevo- 


lent, and purified foul. The earthen 


veſſel, that has this treaſure, will 
ſeem of ſuperior clay, and till finer 
configuration. With the acceſſion 
of moral and mental ere 
© What ſhall I equal unto thee, O 
virgin daughter of Zion!“ 
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Let us flouriſh before we. tade! 1 
Let us ſeek to have a beauty 1 in our 
actions; an honour in our life; a 
healthineſs, an energy, and a glo-. 
upon our virtues. This is preſcribed | 
as a duty; and where wiſdom, prin- 
ciple, and goodneſs are cheriſhed, 
will be an actual felicity. * The 
* righteous ſhall flouriſh like the 
* palm-tree, he ſhall grow like the 
4 cedar in Lebanon. 'Thofe that be 
« planted in the houſe of the Lord, 
_ + ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our 
_ © Gad ; they ſhall ſtill bring forth 
fruit in old age; through the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ariſing upon them, 
and the influence of heaven, deſ- 
cending like the dew, around them. 
What the good fruits of the good 


tree are; what the natural reſult of 


| knowledge, devotion, and holineſs, 
we are ſufficiently informed. The 
fruit 
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yy fruit of the ſpirit is 6 joy, 

peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 

* goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, tem- 
© perance: againſt ſuch there is no 
law.“ The law of mortality, which 
all muſt fall under, affects not theſe 
5 things; ; nor precludes their poſſeſ. 
ſors in the bleſſedneſs that belongs 
to them. Death will bury their im- 
perfections, but not their excellen- 
cies; and that Almighty word, that 
never returns void of its inten- 
tion and mercy, ſhall call to them 
at the appointed, glorious hour, 


A Awake, and aan ye m dwell in 
5 & "the + IT} 19 my 8 ” 
The te which the Heathen poet 
made of the brevity of life, and his 
admired deſcription of it, was a 
poor, and unworthy one. His in- 
ference was, that man was beneath 
. bs ho 
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the attention and interpoſition of 
Deity ; and that ſenſual pleaſures 
were the only objects and comforts 
of his ſhort and calamitous exiſt- 
ence l. We are better inſtructed: 
we know that God is willing to 
defend and bleſs the life that he has ' 
given us; and that by a wiſe and 
virtuous diſcipline in it, we are to be 
trained up for a happy and perfect 
ſtate. We are acquainted with the 
kind deſigns of God concerning u 
and muſt be workers together wit 
him for accompliſhing the high and 
important ends of our few and evil 
days: as pilgrims and ſtrangers, ab- 
| ſtaining from fleſhly luſts, which 
war againſt the foul; and ſeeking 


glory, honour, and immortality, by 


a patient continuance in well-doing. 


II. xxi. 467. and xxiv. 128, & 
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In much a courſe of patience and 
piety, we may look forward with 
pleaſure and confidence; to that ſo-. 
lemn and joyful period, the reſur-. 
rection of the juſt: when the wiſe 
ſhall ſhine as the light; and be en- 
riched with the inheritance, that is 
ON WO: and ü, 
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